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REPORT OF THE ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 13TH DECEMBER 2017

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township.

Rochdale Town Hall
Although the revised Stage 1 HLF bid for our fantastic Town Hall was unfortunately 
rejected in April 2017 due to the lack of available funds, we remain committed to 
safeguarding this Grade 1 Listed Building.  We will be submitting a revised Stage 1 HLF 
bid in December 2017 and will continue to explore other funding options to restore the 
building. We also have plans in the pipeline to improve the Town Hall Square, including 
public realm improvements and the lighting of key heritage buildings.  

Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)
Following the planning application being approved earlier this year, the Council’s 
development partner has recently completed further extensive site investigations across 
the site to test the ground conditions prior to starting construction of the retail and leisure 
development in early 2018. 

Rochdale Market
The interim market is now well established at its temporary home on Baillie Street, 
Yorkshire Street and Lord Square. This temporary market is operating three days a week 
and will remain in place until the new market on The Butts is ready for occupation.  The 
Santander building is owned by the Council and the second phase of work to adapt and 
renovate the property is now well under way.

Highways
The Baillie Street/Yorkshire Street public realm improvement works have been completed 
and the area is currently hosting  the temporary market. The project involved the provision 
of a high quality area of public realm using natural stone footway products and includes the 
provision of a rising bollard system to prevent illegal vehicular access to further enhance 
the area for pedestrians.

The resurfacing of Queensway, Rochdale has been completed between Dacer Road and 
the Kingsway/Oldham Road gyratory junction. The works involved the replacement of the 
existing road surface and the provision of new road markings. High friction surfacing has 
also been applied to the approaches of the existing pelican crossing. 

Drive Safe, Stay Alive
I recently attended a 90 minute performance featuring emergency service staff, convicted 
offenders, surviving victims of collisions and families that have lost loved ones who talk to 
the audience about their experiences of a road traffic collision.



Heritage Lights
I am pleased to report that our fabulous new heritage lights were restored in time for 
Remembrance Sunday. The cold weather didn’t deter the people of Rochdale from coming 
out in their hundreds to pay their respects.

Environmental Management
Rochdale In Bloom partnership between our communities, schools, business and the 
Council has had major success in 2017, winning:

 Gold medal in the main category (small city)
 Silver gilt medal for the Town Centre
 Silver gilt medal for Norden Jubilee Park
 Gold medal awards also for the Flying Horse Hotel, Springhill Hospice, Zen Internet 

and silver gilt for Castleton Railway Station.

              
 
The following community projects were also awarded as follows:

 Moss Row Community Allotments: Level 5 outstanding
 Ravendale Sheltered Housing: Level 4 thriving
 Rochdale FC Wonderwall: Level 4 thriving
 Outdoor learning centre at Roch Valley Way: Level 5 outstanding
 Petrus Community Garden: Level 4 thriving
 Growth project – Kellet St Allotments: Level 5 outstanding

A green flag award raising ceremony took place for all our award winning sites in Rochdale 
Township: Town Centre parks incorporating Broadfield Park, Packer Spout and St. Chad’s 
Gardens, and Rochdale Memorial Gardens.

Denehurst Park phase 1 infrastructure improvements are now completed and additional 
external funding bids are nearing completion for additional grant funding for play area 
improvements. 

Rochdale Township Committee
A presentation was received which detailed the Compulsory Purchase Order process. 
Reports were presented in relation to the Capital budget, upgrades of footpaths/bridleways, 
land disposals and discressionary fees and charges.

Remembrance Sunday
It was an honour to be able to lay a wreath, as Rochdale Township Chair, at our Cenotaph 
in honour of all those men and women who gave their lives to protect our country.



Former Turner Brothers Site

On Monday 2nd October 2017, residents were invited to a meeting to discuss the recent air 
sampling report in the Turner Brothers site. Many questions were raised during discussion, 
and full responses have been issued to all attendees.

Area Forums

Balderstone & Kirkholt
The group was given details of a community event with a ‘Western’ theme that was held on 
Monday 20 November at St. Thomas’ Church. The event incorporated the switching on of 
the Christmas tree lights. Updates were given by Ward Councillors, and by Rochdale 
Boroughwide Housing and the ‘Kirkholt Millions’ project.

Bamford & Oakenrod
There was an interesting discussion about the Emergency Services appropriate use of 
sirens. Residents raised queries in relation to pest control charges, and Greater 
Manchester Police gave an update on the latest crime figures. A speeding initiative 
together with a request for the speed enforcement vehicle was made.

Brimrod, Marland & Sudden
The Community Coordinator from Neighbourhood Services attended to speak about his 
Home Office funded role. Greater Manchester Police gave information regarding current 
crime trends and gave details of the ‘Safe Drive Stay Alive’ campaign.

Castleton
A presentation was given to residents on the Castleton Masterplan and how they can input 
into the proposed extension of the heritage line of the East Lancs Railway into Castleton.  
Residents raised more concerns regarding the use of the former Woolworths site, now 
occupied by Tetrosyl, and also enquired about the public consultation carried out before 
the determination of planning applications. The forum also discussed matters such as litter, 
speeding HGV’s, pollution and the TRO process. Residents expressed their appreciation 
and support for the Rochdale Township In Bloom groups and praised their massive 
success in 2017.

Central Rochdale
Residents raised concerns into littering and a need for greater education. The forum was 
given information relating to crime statistics for the ward. There was a discussion about 
flooding and residents felt that the likelihood of further floods should be considered when 
plans are being discussed. Information was given in relation to youth provision.

Healey
There was some discussion around a lack of progress with improvements around Syke 
Pond; however some new signage was agreed.  The forum was given details about the 
City of Trees Project and their recent visit to the common. Councillors gave updates to 
residents, and acknowledged concerns regarding speeding traffic on Shawclough Road.



Kingsway
Some residents enquired about the possibility that they themselves could take upon the 
role of ‘community speed wardens’ to check speeds of vehicles frequenting the Milnrow Rd 
and surrounding areas. A request was made for additional assistance from parking 
services in targeting illegally parked vehicles near to the Croft Shifa building. Littering and 
fly tipping grot spots were highlighted for the Public Realm Inspector / Council’s 
Environmental Management team to address.

The forum heard the good news that kick pitch at Robinson’s Common is still progressing 
nicely, with a planning permission being submitted, and further plans for a wild flower 
meadow to be planted near to the area along with an allotment in due course.

The forum was asked to consider any local community groups or identify areas of need 
which could potentially benefit from a grant of Township money using ward or the 
member’s funding.

Milkstone & Deeplish
GMP confirmed that ‘Operation Dark Nights’ would commence imminently. Concerns were 
raised around prostitution, drug dealing and begging. The outcome of a recent traffic 
survey was discussed at length, during which it was agreed that a working party would be 
established to look at traffic/parking issues as a whole. There were also concerns about 
the number of cars parked ‘for sale’ on the highway.

Norden
There was no update available for this report due to the timing of the area forum.

Spotland & Falinge
The Forum received responses to the action points that were raised at the Area Forum 
meeting held in relation to the results of the TBA perimeter air sampling survey. A lengthy 
discussion took place about the problems being experienced by residents by off-road 
bikes. Rooley Moor was identified as a particular hot spot. Concerns were also raised 
about anti-social behaviour in Falinge Park. The Forum congratulated the In Bloom working 
group and Environmental Management on the success achieved during this years’ 
competition by Rochdale Township. It was explained that work within the Ward was 
already underway to support Rochdale Township in next year’s event. The Forum was also 
consulted on the proposals for developing Ings Lane Play Area – responses were of a 
positive nature. 

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Rochdale Township Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township


